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Update on progress with the further revised (2nd Review) Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) for Gloucestershire | following public consultation between 
October and December 2019

1. Introduction

1.1 A Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a statutory planning document that 
outlines the consultation and engagement methods that planning authorities will use 
when involving interested residents, groups, organisations, businesses, and other 
representatives and individuals in the planning process. It explains who will be 
consulted, when and how in the preparation of planning policy documents, including 
the development plan and the consideration of planning applications.

1.2 All local planning authorities are required by law to prepare an SCI for their area 
and keep it under review at least every five years.

1.3 The SCI for Gloucestershire County Council was first adopted back in December 
2005.  A revised SCI was adopted at the end of March 2013.  The revision was 
prepared to reflect significant reforms to the planning system brought about by the 
Localism Act 2011.

1.4 Following changes to Planning Regulations which came into force in early 2018, a 
scoping review of the revised SCI was conducted by officers.  This concluded that a 
further revised (2ndReview) SCI should be produced.  In March 2019, the Lead 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning endorsed an officer proposal to 
produce a further revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire.  This was presented 
to Planning Committee in September 2019 prior to consultation from Monday 7th 
October to Friday 6th December 2019.

1.5 Paragraph 2.1 below outlines to Planning Committee a summary of the responses 
that have been received during the public consultation and the proposed 
amendments advised by officers to the  2nd Review SCI for Gloucestershire in 
response to the consultation. 

2. Summary of October to December 2019 consultation for the further revised 
(2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire 

2.1 A total of twelve interested parties responded to the SCI consultation.  All were 
generally supportive of the existence of a local SCI and the Council’s decision to 
review it. No objections to the review were recorded and a small number of further 
changes to the proposed 2nd Review SCI were advised by several respondents. 
Suggested changes were proposed to help with clarifying technical matters and to 
improve readability. 

3. Proposed amendments to the further revised (2nd Review) SCI for 
Gloucestershire following public consultation



3.1. In response to consultation comments a number of minor amendments have been 
proposed by officers to the further revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire 
(see appendix 1).  The amendments include enhancements to the consultee section 
to recognise the stakeholder engagement of certain organisations and the adding of 
further footnotes and references to aid clarification.

4. Next Steps

4.1. A Cabinet report is to be prepared for the further revised (2nd Review) SCI for 
Gloucestershire. This is timetabled for March 2020. This Cabinet report will seek a 
recommendation from Cabinet for Full Council to formally adopt the new SCI.

5. Recommendation

5.1. It is recommended that Planning Committee notes the intention of the Director of 
Economy, Environment and Infrastructure to direct officers to prepare a Cabinet 
report for March 2020 that will seek a recommendation to County Council to adopt 
the further revised (2nd Review) SCI for Gloucestershire incorporating the 
amendments made following the public consultation between October and 
December 2019.
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